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Lynne Kokoczka is currently the Clinical Nurse Specialist for a 64-bed Medical Intensive Care 
Unit at the Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, Ohio. She graduated from Kent State University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (2007) and Master of Science in Nursing (2015). Kokoczka 
holds certifications as an Acute Care Clinical Nurse Specialist – Adult Gerontology and Critical 
Care Registered Nurse from the American Association of Critical-Care Nurses.  She is currently 
a member of the American Association of Critical-Care Nurses, the National Association of 
Clinical Nurse Specialists, and the American Nurses Association. Kokoczka has presented 
nationally on a variety of topics including acute and chronic liver disease, extracorporeal 
respiratory devices, and presentation design. Kokoczka is currently a PhD in Nursing student at 
the Elaine Marieb College of Nursing at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, 
Massachusetts. 

 

Maya Shamailov is the Clinical Nurse Specialist for the Imaging Institute at Cleveland Clinic. 
She earned her BSN from Ben-Gurion University in Israel and began her career as an educator 
and clinical instructor at the E. Wolfson Academic School of Nursing in Israel, before 
transitioning to clinical roles in ambulatory care and wound care. Since joining Cleveland 
Clinic in 2009, she has held roles in cardiac nursing, interventional radiology, and advanced 
practice nursing. She earned her MSN from Kent State University in 2017 and assumed the 
CNS role in the Neurological Institute. Since 2022, she has served as the dedicated Imaging 
Institute CNS. Her professional interests include evidence-based practice, nursing research, 
quality improvement, and professional development. She is a published author and frequent 
presenter at local and national conferences. 

 

Kayla Little MSN, APRN, AGCNS-BC, PCCN, FCNS is a Clinical Nurse Specialist who 
supports the cardiovascular medicine, heart and lung transplant, and vascular surgery stepdown 
nursing units within the Heart, Vascular, and Thoracic Institute at the Cleveland Clinic Main 
Campus in Cleveland, Ohio. She earned a BSN from Walsh University and an MSN from Kent 
State University. Kayla has been published in a variety of nursing journals and textbooks. She is 
a column editor for the Clinical Nurse Specialist Journal. Kayla is the 2026 NACNS president-
elect and a Fellow of the Clinical Nurse Specialist Institute. She is the President for the Ohio 
Clinical Nurse Specialist (OHCNS). 

 


